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shaman again and again as tempests rage or the seal grow
scarce. In the end, however, the men talked it over, word
went from igloo to igloo that this man must be killed; and
although much time passed before the thing was done, it was
finally done by a young hunter in the course of the chase.
Again the police heard of the murder, and again a police
sergeant came up by sled to apprehend the murderer.
On his way in, the sergeant came upon a group of Eskimos.
As is habitual, he camped near by, passed his tobacco tin
around, and as the evening of filendly tea-drinking and con-
versation proceeded, the sergeant said finally, CI am looking for
such and such a man.'
'But here he is!* the Eskimos cried out in chorus.
They pointed to the man who sat by, a wide smile on his face.
Of course it was he! And very proud he was, too, of what he
had done. He mounted the policeman's sled without a word of
protest, and for an act of devotion to the clan, did his time in
the prison at Aklavik. The only man who had any trouble with
him was the lawyer appointed by the Court to defend him, for
he insisted stubbornly upon telling the whole truth.
Among the Eskimos, meanwhile, the mystery of the white
man's justice remained.
There was the case of Agil-hi-ak3 'The Ptarmigan.3 This case
was hardest of all to understand. For in the first place, Agil-hi-
ak had merely killed a young man who had sought to run off
with his wife. The fact that, in the way of hunting partners, the
young man had enjoyed Agil-hi-ak's wife offended nobody; but
to want to take her away, have her to himself, was criminal and
deserved death. Secondly, what did they do by way of punish-
ing Agil-hi-ak? They housed him warmly; they gave him
clothes to wear; they fed him well and brought him all the
tobacco he could smoke. Everybody was kind to him. They
took him off on a long wonderful journey to Aklavik, over a
thousand miles away, where he saw more white men's houses
(igloo-pak} than could be imagined. Precisely because he had
killed a man he was freed from every hardship. That was all
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